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The global COVID-19 pandemic started in 
early 2020 and is still virulent worldwide. 
Countries have initiated lockdowns and 
movement control with strict procedures 
enforced to mitigate and curb the spread of 
the virus. Disruptions in the economic, 
social and health systems have severely 
impacted the livelihoods and wellbeing of 
many nations. Millions have lost jobs, family 
members and lives. The construction 
industry is not spared. Works were halted 
resulting in prolonged disruption to many 
projects. Strict procedures were enforced at 
site on safety and health measures. Supply 
chains were disrupted, causing delays. 
Contractors were unable to fulfil 
contractual obligations, thus exposing 
themselves to liquidated damages, financial 
losses and possible termination. 

As professionals, Architects have inherited 
this problem to administer and maneuver 
around these complications.

It is henceforth critical for nations to share 
experiences and ideas in responding and 
surviving the fall-out of the on-going 
pandemic in order to better arrest and 
prepare humanity against such dire threats 
for future generations. 

On that note, we have invited several 
speakers from our regional neighbours to 
share their respective country's response to 
the situation and plans for the future.
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